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® Boston Pops conductor 
visits NECC for first-ever 
performance in area 


By PETE EDGERLY 
Impulse Editor 


beautiful and unusually warm Oct- 

ober evening was the setting for a 

night of great American music at 
Northern Essex. 

On Oct. 25, Keith Lockhart and the 
Beacon Brass Quintet performed “A Musi- 
cal Slice of America” before an audience of 
all ages in the NECC Sports and Fitness 
Center. 

The NECC Foundation put the show 
together to kick off its campaign to raise 
funds for planned improvements to the 
college, including a new technology build- 
ing. 

Jean Poth, dean of the institutional 
advancement team, had a large role in 
putting the show together. She said book- 
ing Lockhart, the famed conductor of the 


See LOCKHART, page 4 
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Top Notch opens 
season Nov. 3 
with Wilde play 


John Sabbagh photo 
POPS GOES THE CAMPUS: Boston Pops Conductor Keith Lockhart drew a sold- 
out crowd to the Northern Essex campus. 


Student clubs are warned of 5% budget cuts 


@ Clubs will have to 
hold fundraisers, say 
NECC administrators 


By ED HUDSON 
News Editor 


‘YT ECC student clubs and organiza 
tions are anticipating a 5 percent 
oe cut in their budgets for fiscal year 
2001 (July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001). All clubs 
and organizations that receive funding 
through the Student Senate will be affected. 
“The college has definitely received a 
cut,” said Dina Brown, coordinator of stu- 
dent activities and orientation. “But we 
don’t know exactly what it is yet.” 

The Board of Trustees met with area 
legislators Oct. 5 to protest the budget 
NECC was given and to see if something 
could be done about it. However, the cur- 
rent FY2001 budget is set and any changes 

will be reflected next year. 
4 NECC as a whole received an increase in 
its budget, but the college had to pay for 
more things this year. This resulted in less 
money left over for student activities than 
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We were told to anticipate 
the worst case scenario. 


—DINA BROWN 


in previous years. 

“The student clubs and organizations 
will be the first ones to receive a cut,” 
Brown said. “We were told to anticipate the 
worst case scenario.” 

But Brown also said she does not see it as 
a problem, because a lot of clubs “pad their 
budgets” and can handle a decrease. Brown 
does not see the cuts taking anything away 
from students. She foresees clubs holding 
more fund-raisers if there is a shortage of 
money. They will just have to “be more 
creative in finding money,” she said. 

Julie Kerrins, assistant coordinator of 
student activities and orientation, agrees 
that student clubs and organizations will 
be holding more fund-raisers. 

“Any money from that stays there and 
will not be taken away,” as opposed to 


money that the college takes back from 
clubs at the end of the year if what they had 
been allotted has not been spent, she said. 

Kerrins said, however, that people are 
being told to “be conservative so there are 
no surprises.” 

“This happens each year, [the budget] 
could go up or down 5 percent,” Kerrins 
said, but because the college experienced 
some unplanned expenditures, they are 
being told to work their budgets around 
the college's anticipated $150,000 loss in 
funds. 

“All funding matters are ultimately the 
president’s decision,” said Nita Lamborghini, 
assistant dean of college life and healthy 
living. She said the president and vice presi- 
dents support student programs. The recent 
accreditation process, she said, “revealed a 
very healthy extracurricular life here.” 

“Collaborating is always very helpful,” 
Lamborghini said, explaining that she envi- 
sions clubs getting together to raise money. 

“As compared to other colleges, we have 
the money to run the programs that stu- 
dents ask for,” she said. “I don’t see it will 
be a big problem. I think we will be OK. We 
are more than adequately funded.” 
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Bilingual is best, 
says Latino poet 
Martin Espada 


No surprises 
emerge at 
accreditation 
exit interview 


® Full 10-year accreditation 
status is expected 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


he lack of a diverse staff and faculty 
was among several of NECC’s short 
comings discussed Oct. 25 by Dr. Ira 
Rubenzahl at the exit interview for the 
accreditors' visiting team. Overall, the 
evaluation was positive, and college offi- 
cials expect the full 10-year accreditation. 

The visit, made by a nine-member team 
from the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges (NEASC), is one of the final 
steps in the accreditation process started 
more than two years ago. Rubenzahl is the 
NEASC visiting team chairman and presi- 
dent of Capital Community Technical Col- 
lege in Hartford, Conn. 

The team arrived Oct. 22 and in the two 
following days toured both campuses and 
met with faculty, staff, administration and 
students to discuss the 11 standards set 
forth by Northern Essex for the NEASC self- 
study. 

The three-day visit concluded with the 
visiting team meeting with the college com- 
munity Oct. 25 to discuss how the accreditors 
found NECC had measured up to its own 
self-study. 

Rubenzahl quickly went through the 
standards in the report and talked about 
the college’s strengths and weaknesses in 
each area. 

The team was impressed with the mis- 
sion statement and the strategic planning 
methods set forth by the college adminis- 
tration, but they made it clear that results 
are still difficult to judge because of the new 
nature of these plans. 

Another issue the team found was the 
lack of student interaction in committees 
where a student voice is needed. The team 
suggested a push for further student senate 
involvement in the All College Council com- 
mittees. 

The team did praise the faculty and 
administrative commitment to excellence, 
but expressed hope that, with the new 


See ACCREDITATION, page 4 
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Cafeteria gives 
students blues 
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@ Times of Corporate 
Chef operation come 


into question 


f there is a law against 

false advertising, then 

the Corporate Chefs are 
guilty of breaking it on many 
occasions. 

Many times, students who 
get out of club meetings or 
workshops that run in the 
noontime hour make a fran- 
tic trip up to the cafeteria at 
12:45 p.m., to find that the 
workers up there have al- 
ready shut down most of 
the food, if not all of it, and 
all that a student can get is 
a deli sandwich. 

The kicker in all of this is 
right by the register there is 
a sign that says hot lunch 
hours run until 1:30 p.m. 

It is understandable that 
the Corporate Chefs people 
may want to get out a little 
early, as does everyone at 
their job occasionally. 


It is not acceptable when 
students go in during posted 
business hours and can not 
get a hot meal because they 
are participating in activi- 
ties the only time of day 
that class schedules allow. 

One example is on a re- 
cent trip to the cafeteria at 
12:45 p.m. on a Wednesday 
afternoon, the exhibition 
bar was already gone, the 
grill area was closed and not 
staffed, and the one option 
left was a sandwich. 

This is a pattern seen all 
to frequently by students, 
and it needs to stop. 

If Corporate Chefs wants 
to close at 12:45, then 
change the sign by the reg- 
ister to the time they intend 
to close. 

If not, they should stay 
open with all menu choices 
still available until the 1:30 
p.m. closing time posted. 


All the news 
you can use, on-line. 


Visit our Web page at: 
observer.necc.mass.edu 


Fall 2000 Editorial Staff: 

Editor: George Ward 

News Editor: Ed Hudson 

Features Editors: Lucy Miller and 
Barbara Polletta 

Impulse Editors: Pete Edgerly and 
Tricia Hamblet 

A & E Editors: Nick Patrie and Mike 
Doherty 

Sports Editor: Matt Messelaar 

Photo Editor: Pedro William 

Adviser: Amy Callahan 

Ass't Adviser: Danny Goodwin 


Award-Winning Student Newspaper 
at Northern Essex Community College 


Elliott Way, Haverhill Mass. 01830 
Editors: (978) 556-3640 
Newsroom: (978) 556-3633 
Advertising: (978) 556-3634 
Fax: (978) 556-3740 
E-mail: observer@necc.mass.edu 


Printed on recycled paper by Seacoast Newspapers. Photo support by Haverhill Photo, Inc. 


National Pacemaker 
Winner, Fall 1999 


Check out our Web 
page today at 
observer.necc.mass.edu 


DIVIDER. ICA 


THINGS DONE. TMA 
LENDER. T CAN LEAD... 


Presidential election issue seems 
to be: Who has the better tie? 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


ime to start seriously con 

sidering your vote. It really 

won't matter much, but you 

must make a choice. It seems that 

our country is torn on one issue: 
Who has better neckties? 

I mean who is really happy 
with the choices we have for can- 
didates? I’m not. We have Al Gore, 
a stiff loser. We have George W., 
an idiot. And an invisible handful 
of radical nobodies . 

There was only redeeming qual- 
ity to this election. That was the 
WWF-style mudslinging that could 
almost be considered “must see 

During the season premier 
sweeps on major broadcasting sta- 
tions, many potential hit shows 
were upstaged by comical debates 
between the two oblivious titans. 


Neither of them had any idea what 
they were talking about, but coined 
many interesting phrases such as 
“fuzzy math.” 

The debates were a roller 
coaster of public opinion polls. 
Percentages and figures were 
thrown at us as if the candidates 
were quoting the cover of USA 
Today. 

And according to the candi- 
dates the only problems facing 
this country are prescription drug 
prices, schools and gun control. 

Another aspect of the election 
that I’m sure we all enjoyed was 
the controversy surrounding the 
actions of one candidate ... good 
ol’ George (dubya) Bush. Yes, Al 
Gore is a robot who likes to leech 
funds from special interests, but 
he was quiet about it. Bush really 
showed his true colors through 
subliminal messages in commer- 
cials and certain “off the record” 


comments, (umm, Mr. Bush, there 
is no “off the record” around mi- 
crophones buddy). I won’t even 
get into allegations of drunk driv- 
ing and drug addiction. Although, 
they'll probably dig up something 
on Mr. Gore soon. 

And how appropriate that the 
year in which voting has been 
encouraged more than saying no 
to drugs, the decision has never 
been so obscure. 

“Teens Really need to vote!” the 
advertisements say. The kids say, 
more than ever, “It doesn’t mat- 
ter.” And they are right. 

My personal opinion is that 
these candidates have nothing 
more to offer than what Bill 
Clinton is giving us right now, a 
circus of endless scandal and con- 
fused politics. And though voting 
is important, the choices are aw- 
ful and the differences are not too 
clear. 


Hispanics appear to support Gore 
over Bush; issue of immigration is key 


@ Many Hispanics 
think Republicans 
are not tolerant of 
immigrants 


By LUISA MEJIA 
Staff Reporter 


huge percentage of His- 
A= in the United States 

do not vote, because they 
can’t or don’t want to. 

Our voice in politics is at a 
minimum. This is a shame be- 
cause the Hispanic population in 
the United States has grown sub- 
stantially over the past 60 years. 


We are a large minority that re- 
mains politically silent and non- 
active. 

Spanish media seems to fa- 
vor presidential candidate Al 
Gore because most Hispanic 
people believe that Democrats 
tend to be more tolerant. Also, 
Al Gore has shown interest in 
the Hispanic population, maybe 
just a little bit more than his 
counterpart George W. Bush. 

Univision, a major Spanish 
media network in the United 
States, is without a doubt a Gore 
supporter. It is obvious because 
on many occasions they have 
pointed out Bush’s faults, but 
will not show Gore’s. 


At the beginning of Bush’s 
campaign, Spanish shows inter- 
viewed Bush, so I guess it was 
his own downfall that he did not 
convince the Spanish population 
that he will help them. In fact, 
many think that he and the Re- 
publicans are not very tolerant, 
and that they wish to get rid of 
immigrants. 

Many illegal residents in the 
United States are of Hispanic 
origin, and their only hope is 
that Hispanic people who are 
able to vote will be empathetic 
and choose a candidate who will 
at least allow all Hispanics to 
attain the right to legally work 
within this country. 
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Hey, give us back our Ketchup 


Biggie sizes don't 
make up for limp fries 


By KRISTY KELLEHER 
Staff Reporter 


at marked the down 
fall of the American fast 
food industry? Since the 


birth of fast food in the 1950s, 
America has been captivated by 
this greasy, almost indigestible, 
often-mysterious meat phenomena. 

Whatever the phenomena, it is 
spreading beyond our walls to all 


four corners of the Earth. As a 
model country, we ought to de- 
mand change. We should show 
these capitalistic protein pushers 
that we are not just French fry 
fiends; we too have standards! 

We, as a society, are sick of 
Ronald McDonald, the oversized, 
big-shoed dork; don’t advertisers 
see modern day children scream- 
ing and crying just to escape his 
peculiar presence? 

Our culture is tired of listening 
to disco music that was rejected in 
its own time rehashed just to sell 
BK burgers. Is it absolutely neces- 
sary to spend billions to advertise 


these fast food “joints”? 

Is it possible for us to even pass 
by these neon signs that exist on 
every corner in conglomerate clus- 
ters? Why does our food never 
look remotely close to the mouth- 
watering image we see on televi- 
sion? 

These fast food restaurants 
need to give us back our ketchup! 
Do you remember the day when 
ketchup came with every order? 

When did we have to start or- 
dering ketchup with each meal; 
wasn’t it the fast food industry 
that started the French fry/ketchup 
kinship? What ever happened to 


the French fry days of the past, 
where our fries were cooked but 
not burnt, soft but unlike rubber? 

Why do they always try to push 
larger servings of this artery- 
threatening food? Why can they 
waste their breath trying to biggie 
size, giant size and super size, but 
never offer ketchup or salt? Why 
is it bad to ask for ALL the sauces 
when ordering nuggets? 

Is it wrong to want variety and 
a surplus of sauce to conceal the 
awkward taste of chicken prod- 
uct? Why do when we order with- 
out tomato, always get tomato? 
Why do we drive away with partial 


orders; why can’t we just get what 
we ordered? Now sure there is 
room for human error, but enough 
is enough! 

Why shouldn’t we, as paying 
customers, expect friendly, coher- 
ent people who in fast food heaven 
give us the fresh food we ordered 
in the timely hassle-free manor 
we deserve? 

But most of all why does it cost 
$6 to get a flat burger, a half of 
potato worth of fries and a wa- 
tered-down Coke? And something 
to think about: Why does the 
Wendy’s in South Lawrence need 
a dish net satellite? 


A pageant is still a pageant by any name 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Features Editor 


nyone who caught the be- 
ginning of the Miss 
erica Pageant this Octo- 


ber, noticed a strange change in 
the event which is celebrating its 
80th year. 

This American icon has changed 
its name, removing the word “pag- 
eant” from its title. The new iden- 
tity is the Miss America Organiza- 
tion. 

The ever-smiling hosts, Donny 
and Marie Osmond, explained the 
idea behind this change: “The fo- 
cus is on intelligence, every partici- 
pant on this stage receives a schol- 
arship of some sort.” 

I find this change in name ri- 
diculous. Ifthis event, this contest, 
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Drawing by Barbara Polletta 


is nota pageant, then ask, what is? 

Fifty women are being judged 
on talent, which is worth 40 per- 
cent; an interview worth 30 per- 
cent; on-stage personality in 
eveningwear worth 15 percent; and 
physical fitness in a swimsuit, also 
worth 15 percent. 

There is no other more appro- 
priate word to describe this 


Fall fashions: 
anything goes 


@ From the ’50s to 
today, every decade 
leaves its mark 


By TIFFANY BORGES 
Staff Reporter 


ashion trends are constantly 
fF changing with the times, and 

the women at NECC prove it. 
This year, skirts are shorter and 
knee-high boots are in. Leather 
and Capri cut pants are a plus, as 
well as Glam tee shirts. 

Nina Perez, 22, undeclared 
major, said this about recent fash- 
ion, “Girls have more choices in 
clothing and lately anything 
goes...it’s cool that way.” 

From conservative to extreme 
styles, just about any type of cloth- 
ing can be found at NECC. Fashion 
editor of Seventeen magazine re- 
cently said in an October issue, 
“Fashion trends this year are not 
entirely new, they are reinvented 
looks from the early ’50s and ’70s. 
Capri pants were worn in the ’50s 
during my mother’s teen years ... 
and now they’re back.” 


Women have been reinventing 
fashion for decades, but this year 
it seems each past decade has con- 
tributed at least one thing to the 
new millennium. For example the 
50s brought Capri pants, while 
the 60s contributed the beaded 
pants. The *70s brought bell-bot- 
toms and the early 80s started the 
blue-eye-shadow trend. In the 90s 
the grunge style became a look of 
its own. Whatever your prefer- 
ence it’s all here and it’s all trendy. 

However clothes are not the 
only things that spark the fashion 
fire, accessories are a major key to 
style. This year snake skin leather 
boots are a must, as well as plati- 
num jewelry. 

“Sparkly translucent bracelets 
and platinum rings are a necessity 
in every women’s jewelry box,” 
according to Jillian Mackenzie the 
features editor at Seventeen maga- 
zine. 

From clothing to accessories. 
Fashion is alive at NECC. For those 
of you who are in doubt, just look 
around and you'll find purple hair 
and glitter make-up to super 
straight hair and diva make-up. 
It’s all in the name of fashion! 


contest...it is a pageant. If it were a 
scholarship contest seeking intelli- 
gence, then three-inch heels and a 
swimsuit would not be required. 

It doesn’t take much thought to 
figure why they made this name 
change. They seem to be trying to 
give the pageant some dignity. Try- 
ing to find ways to show they are 
not exploiting women, that they 
value intelligence. But the swim- 
suit portion still exists. 

I am not saying it should be 
eliminated, or that the evening 
gown competition should be in 
question. I just happen to like 


honesty as well as intelligence, and 
to call this anything but a pageant 
is dishonest. 

Faith Flythe, who teaches cul- 
tural anthropology at Northern 
Essex Community College agreed 
that appearance is the primary fo- 
cus, no matter what they decide to 
call the event. 

“Simply changing the words to 
be more politically correct does not 
change the criteria used by the 
judges,” said Flythe. “As long as 
there is an evening gown and bath- 
ing suit segment, the women are 
being judged on their looks.” 


I used to watch the pageant as a 
little girl. Iam not sure I love the 
message it sends now that I am an 
adult. 

Nevertheless, I am drawn to 
watch a bit of it every year. Maybe 
it is that fairytale of wearing a 
crown that is told to girls from a 
very young age, or maybe it truly is 
the scholarships and financial re- 
wards, but women are still drawn 
to it. Despite its main objective. 

It is ironic, though, that the 
organization that claims to empha- 
size women’s intelligence actually 
is insulting it. 


Pgt-Time 


Part-Time Package Handler and Part-Time Student 


' "The best thing about being a part-time foader at UPS is getting paid great 
. gmoney and siaying fit from the physical workout you get on the job.” 


Students who work part-time at the UPS Cheimsford facility 
can receive up to $23,000* in college education assistance 
with the UPS Earn & Learn program! 
Working as @ part-time loader, this employee discovered that her part-time position 
at UPS benefits her physical well being as much as her bank account. "It's great. 
: Why waste your time working out when you can get this benefit on the job and 
> get paid for it? For me and many others, this job beats sitting around behind a 


: desk somewhere.” 


» UPS offers much more than you'd expect from a parttime job, like great 


' starting pay, set work schedules, weekly paychecks and ints of great benefits. 


Future plans include attending a four-year university and eventually getting 4 
Master's degree in Sociology. In the meantime, the extra money helps offset the 
fising cost of tuition and books, allowing her to keep on track with her education 
goals. “With great starting pay and up to $23,000 through the UPS Earn & 
Leam college education assistance program, it just doesn't get any better than 


this in a part-time job!” 


Take it from our employees -- UPS is the best part-time job you'll ever have! 


See our UPS Recruiter at the following locations: 


; LAWRENCE 

; VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Tuesday & Thursday from 1PM - 4PM 
t 11 Lawrence St, Lawrence 


HAVERHILL 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Monday & Tuesday from Noon - 4PM 
80 Merimack St, Haverhill 


SALEM D.E.S. 
Wednesday from 2PM-4PM 


29 S. Broadway, Salem, NH 


i 


www.upsjobs.com 
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report from visiting ream 


@ continued from page 1 


contract’s increased course load, 
the commitment will not be lost. 

The library staff was praised, 
but the team called for a re-evalu- 
ation of the collections of books 
on both campuse, to be geared 
slightly more to the programs on 
each campus. 

A large focus of the team and 
their findings was the further de- 
velopment of the Lawrence cam- 
pus, both in facilities and staffing 
issues. 

In a staffing issue, the team 
called for a possibility of a full- 
time admissions member on the 
Lawrence campus. 

The main staffing issue raised 
by the team was the large void of 
minority faculty and professional 
staff. Within the ranks of the full- 
time teaching faculty in 1997 and 
1999, there were just three minor- 
ity full-time professors at the col- 
lege. The professional area also 
has a very similar make-up. 

The team called for the further- 


ing of diversity in the staff in the 
next few years. Rubenzahl said 
the diversity in the student body 
at NECC should ‘start to be re- 
flected in the hiring of new faculty 
and professional staff. 

The visit from the team was 
not the final piece of the accredi- 
tation process. 

By Dec. 6, the team will send to 
President David Hartleb a draft of 
the report to be sent to the NEASC 
board. Hartleb will have one week 
to make any factual corrections 
before sending the report back to 
the NEASC committee. 

In late winter or early spring, 
the NEASC executive board will 
hold a meeting with Hartleb in 
attendance to present and decide 
on the fate of the NECC accredita- 
tion. 

“IT was very pleased with the 
entire process. The evaluation 
team was very good and experi- 
enced at what they do,” Hartleb 
said. “I fully expect that the col- 
lege will be granted the full ten- 
year accreditation. Things look 
very good.” 


Pops’ Keith Lockhart 
lights up stage at NECC 


@ continued from page 1 


Boston Pops, was not an easy 
thing to do. 

“Persistance let it happen,” 
Poth said when explaining that 
she made phone calls from May 
to August to book the act. 

Chris Long, who works for the 
booking agency that assisted in 
bringing the show to NECC, said 
that Lockhart does not have the 
opportunity to do many 
fundraisers due to his busy sched- 
ule. 

“He [Keith] loves to do these 
shows. It gives him an opportu- 
nity to go out and meet the core 
fans,” Long said. 

When Lockhart arrived to a 
V.L.P. reception before the show, 
he was greeted with thunderous 
applause. He took time to mingle 
with many of the guests present 
at the reception. The room was 
filled with many people, includ- 
ing: President David Hartleb, 
alumni, trustees, and others wait- 
ing to greet the man of the hour. 

Lockhart said his favorite thing 
about conducting the Boston Pops 
is, “the reach. On the fourth of 


July in particular, we reach 5 to 6 
million people.” He continued in 
jest, “I guess it’s the height of the 
podium.” 

When the show went up, 
Hartleb welcomed the audience, 
saying he was excited to have Keith 
here at the school to “share their 
similar backgrounds” as both 
Hartleb and Lockhart grew up in 
the Cinncinati Ohio area. 

The production itself was a mix 
of narrative American musical his- 
tory by Keith and brief musical 
number played by the quintet. The 
show gave’a brief but very infor- 
mative and interesting history of 
the American musical culture. 

The evening’s event marked the 
first time that the quintet played 
in this area of the Merrimack Val- 
ley. It was also Lockhart’s first 
time in the area. 

The sold out concert raised "tens 
of thousands" of dollars for NECC. 
The show was a great way to kick 
off the fund-raising efforts. This 
was the second annual event that 
the NECC Foundation put together 
and they will continue to bring 
the college community great 
events in the future. 


Ne have child 


www.explorekids.com 


For more information please 


Pedro William photo 


THE MESSENGER: 
Dr. Ira Rubenzahl, 
chairman of the ac- 
creditation visiting 
team, delivers an over- 
all positive report to 
the Northern Essex com- 
munity on Oct. 25 in 
Bentley Library. 


® Great Hourly Pay 


ren and Program, 


2 Tuition Reimbursement 


2 Gain Experience — 
working with children 


NOWWENEEDYOUs 
Opportunities available 
inyour county NOW 


contact Ryan at Explore 
1-888-413-9756 


_ in our newsroom today. 


_ NECC Observer, F-125, Student Center, first floor. i 
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@ Mixing drugs with 
alcohol can be fatal 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


dents across the nation will die due to 

alcohol and/or drugs, and 159,000 more 
will drop out of school, said Maria Saxionis, 
a substance abuse counser who spoke dur- 
ing NECC’s drug and alcohol seminar Oct. 
18 in Lecture Hall A of the Spurk building. 

Many students attended to learn about 
the dangers involved with different drugs. 

Ecstasy and GHB are fast becoming the 
number one drugs of choice, with poten- 
tially devastating effects that are unpre- 
dictable, she said. 

Ecstasy is usually in pill form, and com- 
bines cocaine and heroin. While GHB is an 
odorless, colorless drug in the form of a 
drink. These drugs can be extremely harm- 
ful. 

“Tons of people are dying from ecstasy, 
and it is in affluent towns,” Saxionis said. 
“Kids are going to raves and taking this 
drug. Ecstasy speeds up your heart making 
it pump too fast. You are so high you are not 
coming down for hours. You are dancing, 
and what literally happens is you go into 
cardiac arrest and die.” 


Classmates 


iE is estimated that 300,000 college stu 


Dangers of drugs, alcohol 
are outlined for students 


Not only are high school and college age 
students taking these harmful drugs, some 
are often mixing drugs with alcohol. 
Saxionis said mixing drugs with alcohol is 
extremely dangerous. She spoke of a par- 
ticular incident when a young lady named 
Karen Ann Quinlinn drank one screwdriver 
and ingested one pill of Valium. This caused 
her to become a vegetable who lived on a 
respirator for 10 years, permanently brain 
dead. 

Approximately 60 NECC students, in- 
cluding the basketball, volleyball and base- 
ball teams and the student senate, partici- 
pated in this interactive lecture. The assem- 
bly allowed an exchange from students to 
say what they knew about drugs, and to 
learn things about which they were un- 
aware. 

Saxionis spoke of drugs ranging from 
caffeine to ecstasy, and said, “While alcohol 
and other drugs are serious issues, we can 
talk about them lightly. 1am not condoning 
the use of drugs, but if you are going to, I 
hope you will do so responsibly.” 

While the assembly lasted only one hour, 
students were given the opportunity to stay 
after and ask questions. 

“IT got a lot out of this," said student, 
Andrew Provencal, "Being a recovering 
alcoholic, this reaffirmed how I won’t ever 
do what I did. Also, it teaches students not 
to mix drugs, and you shouldn’t take any to 
begin with.” 


" 


respond to needs 


of family devastated by fire 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


n the morning of Oct. 5, nine fami 
O lies were burned out of their home 
at 63 Main St., in Salem N.H. 

NECC student Cheryl Casey has a heart- 
felt need to assist these nine families. Among 
them is Casey's sister, Carol Parker, a busi- 
ness Management major at NECC. 

She is a single mother of five, with two 
grown children and three boys, ages 11, 13 
and 15, who live with her. 

Parker works full-time as a waitress at 
Sammy J’s Café in Salem, N.H. That is where 
she was when she learned of the fire that 
occurred at 11:29 a.m., gutting her apart- 
ment and damaging many of the fourteen 
other units in her building. 

Over the weekend of Oct.7, Sammy J’s 
held a collection of goods and donations for 


all of the families involved. Casey’s class- 
mates at NECC donated clothing and house- 
hold items as well. 

“T would like to thank my classmates for 
their help and their understanding,” Casey 
said. 

According to Casey, fire officials found 
the cause of the fire to be electrical. 

“Too many items plugged into one out- 
let,” Casey said, “Your home could burn 
down in a matter of seconds. Check that 
your home is secure, because you don’t 
want this to happen to you.” 

Displaced with three children, Parker is 
living with friends in Salem N.H. She is 
currently trying to find furniture and house- 
hold goods for an apartment. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation can 
do so by sending it to: Parker Family Fire 
Fund at First Essex Bank, 20 Broadway, 
Salem, N.H. 03079, account number 
321050316. 


We need your story ideas 
and letters 


_ Email them to us at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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MOVING ON: Students get information about one of the many schools at the recent 


Transfer Day. 


Transfer day helps the search 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


@ olleges from Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire shared information with 
perspective students at NECC's trans- 
fer day Oct. 25. Each school had its own 
booth where students were allowed to ask 
questions and get pamphlets describing 
the classes offered and the costs. 

The assembly lasted from 10am to 12:30 
p.m. in the café, and a wide array of colleges 
participated. NECC held the event to give 
students an opportunity for advancement. 
College representatives were more than 
willing to offer advice and talk about the 


majors and activities. 

Questions such as how far away is the 
college, to how much willl have to pay were 
asked and answered. A UNH college repre- 
sentative told students, they will accept 
most classes with a grade of a C or better. 
Yet, they will not take all classes. College 
Algebra is one not accepted. 

Through talking with colleges, students 
can learn what classes they should or should 
not sign up for at NECC, according to what 
will comply elsewhere. 

Transfer Day was a very informative 
assembly, helping transferring students. 
For more information on transferring, visit | 
the advisor’s office of the B building. 
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This year's Student Senate will focus on community service 


By KATE MURRAY 
Staff Reporter 


ngela Hartman and Alicia Medungo 
Av voted in to the Student Senate 
offices of president and vice presi- 
dent, respectively. The elections were held 
earlier this semester on the Haverhill Cam- 


pus. 
This year’s senate has some big goals, 


said Dina Brown, coordinator of student 
activities and orientation, chiefamong them 
community service. 

The senate hopes to work with other 
clubs and organizations, as well as indi- 
viduals, to focus on clothing drives and 
food pantries. They also plan to work with 
the armed services to place a Toy for Tots 
box on our campus, according to Brown. 

“Voter turnout was not as well as ex- 


Head of Malden Mills to speak on 
philosophy in corporate culture 


@ Feuerstein delivers speech, 
What if Aristotle ran GM' 
on Nov. 6 in Bentley 


aron Feuerstein gained national at 
tention—and shocked corporate 
erica—when he kept 3,000 em- 


ployees on the payroll with full benefits 
following a devastating fire that nearly 
destroyed Malden Mills in 1995. 

In a culture of corporate greed and 
downsizing, Feuerstein stands out as the 
icon for corporate decency. What makes 
him different? 

Learn first hand the philosophy that 
prompted Feuerstein to buck the current 
business trends as he joins in a round table 
discussion of business ethics at NECC Nov. 
6 at 1 p.m. 

The dialogue will center around the in- 
fluential and much talked about book “If 
Aristotle Ran General Motors: The New Soul 
of Business” by Tom Morris. In his book, 
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Morris argues that the teachings of the 
ancient philosophers can and should be 
incorporated in corporate decisions as well 
as day to day business practice. 

“My guess is that there is no one better 
than Aaron Feuerstein to speak from the 
heart on these issues,” Morris said. “From 
what I’ve read about him, he seems to be a 
model business leader who understands 
the proper role of business in human life.” 

Free and open to the public, the event is 
part of the NECC Philosophy Symposia, 
created as a way to celebrate the liberal arts 
at NECC. It will be held in the Bentley 
Library conference area. 

“We are delighted that Mr. Feuerstein 
has accepted our invitation to participate 
in this event,” said President David Hartleb. 
“Tt gives our students the perfect opportu- 
nity to assimilate classroom learning with 
real world business ethics and practices. 

For more information, call Elaine 
Mawhinney, NECC faculty member and co- 
ordinator of the symposium, or the college’s 
Public Relations Office at 978-556-3862. 
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pected, only about 200 out of 6,000 students 
voted,” Brown said. “I don’t think enough 
people know the senate exists here at NECC.” 

Although voter turnout was down, Brown 
seemed confident in the senate’s goals. 

“T'm looking forward to working with 
them and just getting to meet some of 
them, but I am confident that this year will 
be a good one,” she said. 

Also serving on the senate this year are: 
Vice President of the Lawrence Campus 
Janet Goodwin; Secretaries Yudelka “Yudy” 
Mejia and Carrie White; Treasurer Matilda 
“Matty” Martinez; Parliamentarian Greg 
Buia; Programming Chair of Haverhill An- 


drew Provencal; Programming Chair of 
Lawrence Guillermina “Gigi” Martinez; 
and Senator-at-large Jessica Santos. 

Four of these students have previously 
served as senate members and all have 
been at NECC for at least one semester 
before being elected. 

Brown ssaid the senate exists to help 
students, and she encouraged anyone with 
questions or comments about campus 
issues to contact his or her senator. 

The senate meets every Wednesday at 
3 p.m., rotating between Haverhill and 
Lawrence. The meetings are open to all 
students. 


Hartleb to Trustees: enrollment 
increase is a disappointment 


t the last meeting of the Board of 
Am President David Hartleb 

reprted that the fall 2000 are up 
but not as much as anticipated. 

Student enrollment was up 1.9 per- 
cent—6,496 as compared to 6,375 last 
fall—and full-time enrolled students 
(FTE) increased 1.2 percent—3,249 this 
year as compared to 3,210 last year. 

"Although the trend is moving in the 
right direction, we are disappointed," 
noted Hartleb in his remarks to trust- 
ees during the Oct. 4 meeting. 

Part of the problem is the booming 
economy, according to a report written 
by Mary Ellen Ashley, vice president of 
enrollment management and student 
services. 

"Most [community colleges through- 
out the state] reported students take 
fewer classes in this full employment 
economy, making FTE growth harder to 
achieve," Ashley wrote. 

The college also cancelled more stu- 
dents than in previous years due to 
nonpayment of past due bills as well as 
89 DCE classes that were under-enrolled 
(the minimum student number was in- 
creased from 8-12 this fall), as part ofan 
effort to control escalating DCE faculty 
costs. 

Although the increase reported to 
trustees are the official enrollments, 
the actual number may rise, due to late- 
starting contract courses. 

"We are talking with Lucent Tech- 
nologies about several new courses that 
would start later this semester," said 
John Peroni, dean of continuing educa- 
tion and community service. "We an- 
ticipate that the number of Lucent stu- 
dents—now at 450 as compared to 550 
last fall—may top 600." 


Legislative meeting 

Concerns that NECC has been seri- 
ously underfunded for FY2001 prompted 
the trustees to request an area meeting 
with the legislators. 

A petition drafted by the Student Sen- 
ate expressing the same financial con- 
cerns was shared with legislators at the 
meeting, according to Hartleb. 


Sabbatical Leave Report 

Thomas White, professor of natural 
science, presented a report on his fall 
1999 sabbatical. 

In an effort to learn new techniques, 
White enrolled at the Harvard University 
Extension and compiled a collection of 
visual aids which he is currently using to 
teach science. 

Discussion of senior benefits 

Although seniors citizens can still take 
credit courses tuitioin-free, they now have 
to pay for noncredit courses. 

The decision, endorsed by the college's 
Life Long Learning advisory board, was 
made by Hartleb for financial reasons. 

"We were the only community college 
in the state offering this perk," he said. 

Expressing concern for low-income 
seniors, trustee Len Wilson asked whether 
a needs-based scholarship program for 
seniors could be establised. Hartleb prom- 
ised to work on it. 

New Appointments 

Colleen Walsh was appointed staff 
associate, registrars office. 

Actions on non-state appropriated ap- 
pointments included moving Ellen 
Hanick, staff associate, and Virginia 
Anderson, coordinator of career explora- 
tion, from part-time to full-time. 

The next board meeting is Nov. 1 on 
the Lawrence campus. 


Coordinator Bill Huston has been hired 


by the state of Maine to train and certify the 
first group of Visual Gestural Communica- 
tion (VGC) trainers. 


VGCis a means of communication devel- 
oped by Huston to be used with linguisti- 
cally challenged people. The model will be 
used in group homes and sheltered work- 
shops in Maine. 


Professor Pam Donahue was a presenter 
at the Teachers of Accounting at Two Year 


Colleges conference in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Her topic was “What Alpha Beta Gamma 
Can Mean to Your Students.” 

Pat Lewis Winolski, Class of ’87, was 
recently hired as a reporter and assistant 
editor at Break Time, a monthly publication 
geared to businesses and workers in the 
Merrimack Valley. 


Student Max Muehlen was recently 
awarded a $1,200 scholarship from the 
Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation. 
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Honors program evolves and grows in its third year 


@ New requirements 
make program more 


appealing 


By KRISTY KELLEHER 
Staff reporter 


he Honors Experience program at 
NECC has proven to be a quiet suc- 
cess in its third year. 

Though just a handful of students are 
involved, “participants have doubled since 
last semester,” said the program’s new 
coordinator, Ginger Hurajt. 

According to Hurajt, honors programs 
are popular among many four-year institu- 
tions but are just starting to gain popular- 
ity in community colleges. 

The Honors Experience is designed to 
increase opportunities for NECC’s most 
driven and motivated students. The pro- 
gram requires a student to maintain a 3.5 
grade point average in order to participate. 


Also, an essay or two letters of recommenda- 
tion must be presented for enrollment. Stu- 
dents enrolled in the program are expected 
to participate in one on-campus and one off- 
campus event. Participants are also re- 
quired to have a mentor. Participating 
students perform one research-based project 
a semester beyond their regular scheduled 
classes. 

The projects can vary in style; an Honors 
Experience student may do written research 
projects, fieldwork projects or an original 
experiment. Any project completed makes 
that class an honor’s class and all students 
that complete three required projects will 
receive an Honors Experience designation 
on their transcript at graduation. Students 
have done Web sites on environmental is- 
sues, aleatory—or improvised—music in re- 
lation to math, surveys of violence in high 
schools and research papers for their projects. 
Students will present their project to the 
class and the Honors Committee. They are 
also encouraged to present their projects at 
conferences and other competitions for schol- 
arship awards. 
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The new curriculum will make 
the program more accessible 
and interesting for students. 


—Ginger Hurajt 


At a recent meeting with Academic Af- 
fairs the Honors Experience made some 
major changes to their curriculum. The 
program is now opening its doors to other 
majors other than Liberal Arts, now com- 
puter majors, math majors, deaf studies, 
and others are eligible for the Honors Expe- 
rience Program. Also, the program used to 
require a four-project completion in order 
to graduate with the Honor’s designation, 
now only three projects are required. 

“Hopefully,” Hurajt said, “the new cur- 
riculum will make the program more acces- 
sible and more interesting for students.” 

A new Honors Colloquium class will be 


offered for the first time this spring. The 
new class will be offered to all students with 
a 3.5 grade point average or an Honors 
Experience student with a 3.3 grade point 
average. According to Hurajt, the theme of 
the team-taught class will tentatively be 
called City as Text. The City as Text class 
will be using the City of Lowell as its focus 
and will be considered a humanities class. 
The class will focus on many different as- 
pects of the city by including literature and 
history. Literary works of poets and novel- 
ists will be included and also a look into the 
immigration aspect of the city. The class 
will visit the City of Lowell during the 
semester. 

The Honors Experience is expecting its 
first Honors designation this year at gradu- 
ation. The successful program encourages 
eligible students interested to consider the 
program for next semester. Interested stu- 
dents must submit their proposal by the 
third week of the semester. Any questions 
regarding the Honors Experience can be 
answered by Ginger Hurajt (C314A), coordi- 
nator, at (978) 556-3454 or ghurajt@necc.edu. 


Saturday, November 4, 10:00 pm * FREE of Charge _ 
Northern Essex Community College + Bentley Library 


C ome and hear some of the great stories that teach us about life from the Greek 
philosopher Plato, Kevin Stanley, M.A., Philosophy, offers children from ages 7-13 
a morning of storles from Plato's Republic: The Ring of Gyges and the Allegory of the 
Cave. These stories make us think about life decisions and expand our awareness by 
giving us new perspectives on the events of our lives, Kids, can you see what point Plato 
is making about stories that philosophers have debated for thousands of years? Come 
and help us understand the stories as they apply to our century. Discussion will fallow. 


For further information call: 
Blaine Mawhinney, Chairperson, LARC at — 


978-556-3395 
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@ Student activities 
department offers 
change of pace with a 
coffee house performance 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Features Editor 


s Sara Wheeler’s voice carried out 
A“ of Jitters, the crowd grew as 

passers-by wandered in to enjoy the 
show. Students asked for information on 
buying her CDs, stating they really liked her 
style and melodies. 

The Northern Essex community enjoyed 
a free performance from the singer/ 
songwriter on Oct.10, in Jitters café. The 
crowd was treated to this lively musical 
hour from 12-1p.m. and enjoyed a free cup 
of coffee, thanks to the student activities 
department at NECC. 

It was Wheeler’s fourth time perform- 
ing at NECC. Student activities director, 
Dina Brown, located Wheeler through an 
organization called the National Associa- 
tion of College Activities (NACA). According 
to the student activities office, she per- 
forms at NECC once or twice per year. 

Wheeler has three CDs to her credit, 


® Poet speakes on 
bilingual advantage and 
political injustice 


By MIKE DOHERTY 
Arts Editor 


merican schools need to make bi- 
lingual education a priority, said 
UMass professor and award-winning 
poet Martin Espada, who spoke at both the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses on Oct. 20. 

Espada talked about how being bilin- 
gual in today’s society is an advantage. He 
said, “Knowing Spanish is a way of improv- 
ing your marketability.” 

He also talked about how America tries 
to make English the number one language 
and the only language. In Puerto Rico, he 
said, the American government is trying to 
enforce English to be used in schools. He 
then said, “The best way to keep speaking 
Spanish is to fight for the right.” 

“Why is it that when you learn a second- 
ary language in school you're a genius, but 
if you are born speaking two languages 
you’re an idiot?” Espada asked. 

Espada said he believes that U.S schools 
need to start teaching subjects in lan- 
guages other than English. Especially in 
schools which are near borders. For ex- 
ample, he said, schools in southern Texas 
need to have classes that are taught in 
Spanish, while schools near Canadian bor- 
ders should start teaching more classes in 
French. 

“To the rest of the world we look like 
bumpkins,” Espada said of America’s will- 
ingness to speak only English. 

Espada read some of his poetry on the 
issue of bilingualism. One of them, titled 
“The Governor Speaks in his Sleep,” he read 
aloud: “The only aliens we like are the ones 
on Star Trek because they speak English.” 

He also read the poem "The New Bath- 
room at English High School" which is 
about a school principal sitting in a lava- 
tory stall who overhears some Latino stu- 


Soulful singer makes Jitters rock 


“Angel’s Stride,” “Tree” (solo acoustic), and 
her latest entitled “Moonlight Dancers,” 
which reflects the evolution of her song 
writing. Wheeler said, “I used to write the 
songs as a story mostly, but lately they are 
becoming more poetic.” 

Her music is very reflective of Alanis 
Morissette with a softness of Sara McLachlan. 
Wheeler’s songs come to life with her soul- 
ful voice and her strong guitar melodies. 
When asked who her musical inspiration 
has been, she chuckled and admitted, “I 
love Alanis Morissette’s melodies, especially 
her acoustic album.” 

A native of Michigan, Wheeler now re- 
sides in Boston and has been in the music 
business for over nine years. She said she 
often played a variety of instruments as a 
child, including the trumpet and the piano. 
“Twas always a musician from a very young 
age,” she said. “It always was a part of me.” 

After her gig at NECC, Wheeler’s sched- 
ule will take her to Pennsylvania, and Vir- 
ginia. She attributes her steady schedule of 
appearances to NACA, which helps her con- 
nect with colleges seeking entertainers for 
events. 

For those wishing to buy Wheeler’s CDs 
they can be ordered through Amazon.com 
or through her website at 
www .sarawheeler.com. 


" Pedro Williams photo 
POET WITH A CAUSE: Martin Espada addresses 
issues of injustice at NECC. 


dents talking in Spanish. The principal 
could not understand, but kept hearing his 
name followed by laughter. The principal 
outlawed speaking Spanish in the bath- 
room at school. 

Espada grew up in a mainly racist com- 
munity, which he said contributed to his 
poetry. 

“Poetry comes from conflict,” he said, 
explaining that when he was growing up 
he wrote poetry to prove he was not a 
“spic” and that he was better than that. 
“Writing poetry is one of the best ways to 
prove you're human.” 

Espada writes many poems on political 
issues, such as his most famous poem 
“Another Nameless Prostitute Says the 
Man,” the controversial poem about death 
row inmate Abu-Jamal. 

A lot of people refer to Espada as a 
political poet. Espada accepts the label, 
but said, “I am a poet who is interested in 
justice.” 

Espada has written about many topics, 
like the many jobs he has had. He has 
worked as a tenant lawyer, bar bouncer, 
factory worker and hotel desk clerk. He 
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ROCKING AT JITTERS: Singer/songwriter Sara Wheeler performs songs from 
her latest CD. During the free concert, the NECC community enjoyed free java 


courtesy of Student Activities. 


has some very interesting poems about 
his job as a bar bouncer in Madison, Wis. 
They are called “Rifle in My Hands” and 
“Bouncer’s Confession.” 

His favorite poem that he has written 
is “Imagine the Angles of Bread.” He said 
he likes it because, “it’s a statement of 
justice.” 

Espada’s said his favorite poet is Pablo 


Neruda from Chile, because he was a great 
poet of justice. Espada teaches a course on 
this poet’s work at UMass. 

Espada has done a lot of speaking at 
community colleges across the country in 
the past year. He said he feels it is impor- 
tant to speak at community colleges be- 
cause mainly working class students at- 
tend, and that’s where he came from. 


Does 'carillon' ring a bell? 


Digitally, yes; 


By PETE EDGERLY 


Impulse Editor 


ars are ringing at 
NECC. Students 
and faculty have 


been wondering exactly 
what the bells we hear 
around campus are and 
where they are located. 
Some have pondered 
the sounds are a nearby 
bell tower or perhaps a 


church. The truth is, the 
bells are our school’s 


own carillon. 

What is a carillon? A 
carillon is a set of bells 
in a tower played from a keyboard or some 
other mechanism. NECC’s carillon is a digi- 
tal system that plays bell sounds. 

The carillon was donated to the school 
three years ago in memory of an NECC 


alumna’s mother. Paula Moore, who ma- _ 


jored in business, and her husband, Will- 
iam, gave the school the carillon. Jean Poth, 
dean of the Institution Advancement Team, 
handles all of the school’s donations. 

“We are very fortunate to have [the 
bells],” Poth said. “They give significance to 
the institution.” 

If NECC has a carillon, then where is the 


literally, no 


bell tower? There is 
none. The speakers 
of the carillon are 
located on the roof 
of the Applied Sci- 
ence building (B 
building). The bells 
are heard all over 
campus ringing on 
the hour and play- 
ing a song five min- 
utes after the hour. 
According to Poth, 
the neighbors enjoy 
the carillon but have 
requested it be shut 
off by 5 o'clock ev- 
ery evening. 

Jim Hellesen, a.v. specialist, is in charge 
of the digital carillon. Poth instructs him 
what to play and when to play the songs or 
chimes, which are on compact discs. 
Hellesen changes the CD’s often. He de- 
scribes the self-programmable system as 
“very sophisticated.” 

“I change the songs depending on the 
season or time of year,” says Hellesen. 

Other than ringing on the hour with 
Westminster chimes, the carillon is used for 
celebration, memoriam, graduation, and 
other festive occasions. The songs range 
from military tunes to holiday favorites. 
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Appearance makes a difference 


Experiment 
proves impact of 
first impressions 


By ALYRA DIAS 
Staff Reporter 


different stores. First, I wore 

dirty, baggy clothes and tons 
of makeup, and I looked as though 
I hadn’t seen a shower in weeks. 

A few of the stores I went 
into actually treated me de- 
cently, but a lot of the stores 
made me feel almost invisible. 

If I hadn’t seen and heard 
the clerks laughing and point- 
ing at me, I would have thought 
I was invisible. In most of the 
stores, I was made to wait at 
least three minutes before any- 
one approached, and still the 
service was bad. 

One particular jewelry store 
really sticks in my mind. My 
friend Jen, who was neatly 
dressed, and I walked in sepa- 
rately but at the same time. 
Two sales people were work- 
ing, and as we walked in, the 
younger saleswoman asked Jen 
if she needed help. 

The other saleswoman sat 
right there where she was and 
did not bother to ask ifI needed 
any assistance. 

After Jen and the other sales 
associate finished their busi- 
ness, that saleswoman finally 
waited on me. 

I continued the experiment 


| tried an experiment in a few 


FIRST IMPRESSION: Alyra Dias dresses in grunge and in style to measure customer service. 


oh eS oo : 


the following Thursday. This 
time I dressed as a more well- 
to-do person. The service | re- 
ceived was completely oppo- 
site. In almost every store I 
entered, I was waited on in- 


stantly. Regretfully, I didn’t 
make it back to the jewelry 
store that day. I was well 
treated by the employees in 
almost every store I went into, 
and most of the employees 


were the same as during my 
previous visit. 

However, there were two 
stores whose employees were 
rude no matter how I looked: 
Abercrombie & Fitch and 


Victoria’s Secret. I discovered 
that these stores employ people 
who would rather talk to each 
other than wait on their cus- 
tomers. 

My experiment shows that 


appearance does make a dif- 
ference in the way people 
treat you. 


Lawrence campus visited by 


Criminal Justice Club 
presents first guest in 
series of presentations 


By LUCY MILLER 


Features Editor 


Lawrence campus on Oct. 27 pre 
sented its first guest of its series of 
guest speaker presentations. 

Officer Mike Robbins, who has been 
with the Salem, N.H. police department for 
16 years and a K-9 officer for 12 years, spoke 
to NECC students about his career. 

He explained that his job with the dog 
was not as glamorous as many may think; 
the dogs are not like pets to the officers, but 
rather are used as protection for both the 
officer and the public. 

The K-9 uses its strong sense of smell to 
find lost children and adults, to detect and 
find criminals in hiding, or to sense the 
location of narcotics. 

Robbins said that Gunther, his current 
K-9, was his third police dog. His other two 
dogs have become pets; he said that on 
average a police dog, usually a German 


T= NECC Criminal Justice Club at the 


shepard, retires after about eight years of 
work. 

A lot of work is put into training a police 
dog. Robbins said while an officer attends a 
12-week program in NewHampshire, a dog 
goes through a four month academy to 
become trained as an official police dog. 
Robbins went into further explanation as 
to how he works with the K-9 each day and 
the process he went through to train him. 

He got Gunther as a puppy, which is not 
usual, and trained him using German com- 
mands. The dog is trained to listen only to 
its officer and to stay calm in startling 
situations, such as during a gun shooting. 

Matty Martinez, president of the Crimi- 
nal Justice Club, said that this was not 
Robbins’ first appearance at NECC. The 
club has put together other presentations 
with people from different fields of law that 
Robbins has participated in with his K-9. 

Martinez said that the entire Salem, N.H. 
police department has been cooperative 
with NECC students providing internships, 
allowing students to participate starting at 
the age of 18, and coming to the school to 
speak with the students. 

Students that take part in the criminal 
justice program at NECC are involved for 
various reasons. For example, some are 


police = 


Lucy Miller photo 


K-9 VISITS NECC: Gunther the police dog demonstrates his skill. 


interested in becoming state police, others 
are interested in law school, and some may 
want to become social workers. The pro- 
gram teaches students about various laws 
and includes classes such as sociology. 


She said that the series of guest speaker 
presentations that the club is organizing 
this semester is based on what the students 
want to see and what they’re interested in 
for career options. 
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Top Notch Players present 
Oscar Wilde‘s 


The Importance of 
Being Ernest 


Playing Nov. 3,4 ,9,10, &11 


8 pm in the Top Notch theater, 
Spurk Building, 3rd Floor 


$4 for students & senior citizens, $5 general admisssion 


For further information call 
Susan Sanders, Top Notch adviser, at 556-3374 
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Salem State 


professor charged 


with making sexual advances 


@ Students also accuse 
college of ignoring their 
complaints 


SALEM, Mass. (AP) — A Salem State College 
professor is accused in federal lawsuits of 
making sexual advances to two female stu- 
dents, then flunking one of them when he 
was rebuffed. 

The women also accused the school of 
ignoring their complaints as well as earlier 
allegations that the political science profes- 
sor, Adeleke Atewologun, may have had sex 
with his students. 

“Professor Atewologun had numerous 
complaints against him by students and 
faculty, yet no action was taken,” said 
Kathleen Daigneault, a lawyer for Deborah 
Gleason. “Salem State College has been 
paralyzed by this man and, through its 
indifference, it has failed in its duty to 
protect students.” 

U.S. District Court Judge William Young 


recently refused to throw out Gleason’s 
lawsuit, and ordered the trial to begin in 
December. The second case, filed by Eliza- 
beth Gonzalez, is pending before a different 
judge. 

“This is good news,” Gonzalez said after 
the ruling. 

Neither the professor nor the school’s 
lawyer, Assistant Attorney General Rose- 
mary Connolly, would comment on the 
allegations. 

Bradley MacDonald, the professor’s law- 
yer, said the allegations were “inappropri- 
ate and inaccurate.” 

Gonzalez told the Boston Herald that 
Atewologun began making advances from 
the first day of the foreign policy course. 

“He complimented me and told me how 
beautiful I was,” she said. “He commented 
on my legs. It was shocking. I couldn’t 
understand how he could behave that way.” 

Gonzalez said she flunked the course 
after she rebuffed him. Gleason says she 
dropped out before receiving a grade. 


Web site of campus crime stats 


receives flood of delayinducing hits 


BOSTON (AP) — An overwhelming flood of 
interest in the U.S Department of 
Education’s new online list of college crime 


_ statistics caused delays and mix-ups for 


Web surfers. 

“We knew that the campus crimes data 
would be extremely popular in that every- 
one would want to see it as soon as we 
posted it,” said David Bergeron, an official 
in the department’s office of post-second- 
ary education. 

“I don’t think in anyone’s wildest imagi- 
nation we expected this kind of response,” 
he said. 

Bergeron said he did not know how 
mnany people tried to access the data, but so 
many hits were received that the site had to 
be transferred to a more powerful server. 
The site was restored by the end of the day. 

Congress has required campuses to sub- 
mit crime data to federal agencies for a 
decade. But until this week, only a limited 
national database existed. 

Though some 500 schools have been 
represented on the site since September, 


Lack of libraries can 


BOSTON (AP) — A statewide study reveals 
there are no libraries in more than 10 
percent of Massachusetts public grade 
schools, and the libraries in others are in 
very poor condition. 

That lack of libraries or facilities with 
poor resources can hamper the chances for 
students to score high on the Massachu- 


setts Comprehensive Assessment System 


exams, according to the study sponsored by 
Smith College. 

Based on 1998 MCAS scores and inter- 
views with 519 public school administra- 
tors, the study concluded that MCAS scores 
tend to be higher in schools with library 
programs, and that the highest-achieving 
students attend schools with good libraries. 

The class of 2003 will be the first re- 
quired to pass the MCAS exam in order to 
graduate from high school. 

The study shows Massachusetts ranks 
49th in the nation in providing schools with 
libraries. States such as Vermont, Mary- 
land, Oregon, Georgia and Arkansas have 
libraries in all of their public schools. 


new listings for 4,300 colleges, universities 
and trade schools had been added for the re- 
launch. 

“Tm having trouble getting into (the 
site),” said Ralph Sennott, a guidance coun- 
selor at Cambridge Rindge and Latin High 
School, who said nevertheless he thought 
the databank would bea “tremendous tool.” 

“Having something like that. that we 
could pull off the Internet would be a 
tremendous help so that students can make 
a better judgment about where they can go, 
and the parents can have better insight into 
what’s going on in the neighborhood,” 
Sennott said. 

Boston University spokesman Ken 
Carleton said his school experienced tech- 
nical glitches, but he still supported the 
effort. 

“Anytime some new process like this is 
adopted, there are going to be glitches, and 
that’s simply to be expected,” he said. “With 
regard to the greater issue of whether this 
is the right thing to be doing, we stand 
wholeheartedly behind it.” 


hamper MCAS scores 


There is no state funding in Massachu- 
setts for school libraries, and it is up to local 
districts to provide the money. School li- 
braries in Massachusetts spend about $12 
per child for books, according to the report. 

James Baughman, a former state super- 
visor of libraries and coauthor of the study, 
blames the condition of school libraries on 
legislators and state Department of Educa- 
tion officials. 

“Where are the DOE standards for school 
libraries? I haven’t seen any,” Baughman 
said. “What reports have they made to the 
Legislature on the importance of school 
libraries? I haven’t seen any.” 

The state this year allocated $4 billion 
for grades K-12 education, and has dedi- 
cated another $165 million to community 
library construction in the past decade, said 
John Birtwell, spokesman for Gov. Paul 
Cellucci. 

The study found that half of the elemen- 
tary schools’ non-fiction collections are more 
than 10 years old, and more than three 
quarters don’t staff a full-time librarian. 


John Sabbagh photo 
LISTEN TO THE HORNS BLOW: The Beacon Brass Quintet performed a 
survey of popular American music to accompany Keith Lockhart's narra- 
tion at the NECC fundraiser on Oct. 25. 


UNH plans $285M building project, 
will ask NH legislature for $185M 


MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP) — The University 
System of New Hampshire is planning a 
$285 million building project, and will ask 
the Legislature for $185 million of the 
amount. 

The $185 million in a six-year capital 
building plan would be used to build sci- 
ence, engineering and technology facilities 
at the Durham, Keene and Plymouth cam- 
puses, trustees said Thursday. 

The trustees said the university system 
would try to borrow another $100 million 
to build dining halls, dorms and recreation 
centers and renovate some existing ones at 
the three campuses. 

The $100 million would be funded 
through 30-year bond and be repaid en- 
tirely through student fees, the trustees 
said. Such a bond issue would require ap- 
proval by the governor and Executive Coun- 
cil, and the Legislature’s Capital Budget 
Overview Committee. 


Trustee Robert Mallat questioned the 
wisdom of building a recreational center at 
Keene State College that would require 
charging students and estimated extra $265 
in fees. 

But Edward MacKay, vice chancellor for 
planning and budget, said prospective stu- 
dents look at the type of facilities a campus 
has, particularly recreational facilities, when 
deciding which school to attend. 

Ken Cody, assistant vice president for 
finance, also told trustees the university 
system had a good year with strong student 
enrollment and an 80 percent increase in 
research money awarded the past five years. 

Endowment also was strong with re- 
turns averaging 16 percent the past five 
years, he said. 

The university is in better financial shape 
than it was a year ago, but needs to bolster 
its reserve funds, he said. 


UMass-Amherst to spend $59,000 on 
studying expansion of football stadium 


AMHERST, Mass. (AP) — A Boston architec- 
tural firm is conducting a feasibility study 
on an expansion of the 17,000-seat football 
stadium at the University of Massachu- 
setts’ Amherst campus. 

Athletic Director Bob Marcum said the 
$59,000 feasibility study by HNTB Corp. is 
needed as the university decides if the 
football team should move up to Division I- 
A. Schools in Division I-A are required to 
have a stadium seating at least 30,000 
people. 


The university has been considering ex- 
panding its Division 1-AA football program 
for the past several years. A 1996 study by a 
campus task force placed the cost of a 
30,000-seat stadium at $52 million. 

Ernest May, secretary of the Faculty Sen- 
ate, which opposed expanding the football 
program in 1997, said professors still have 
strong reservations about the cost of Divi- 
sion I-A football given the campus’ $400 
million backlog in repairs to academic build- 
ings. 


ia 


@ Page 12 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2000 


Scorpios should 
avoid hasty choices 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

Learn to recognize when you are finished with a particu- 
lar venture and move on... resolve to try and do better next 
time. Plan a family event where everyone participates, your 
efforts will be appreciated by all. Taking time for yourself 
this week will be important. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

Love is overflowing. Either a current mate will rekindle 
your flame, or you may be introduced to a new and exciting 
love. Whichever occurs, you are now essentially in a new 
relationship - for the rules have changed. A positive atti- 
tude will lift your spirits. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

Opportunities abound for you. If the attitudes of those 
around you are holding you back, it’s time to be a little bit 
more self-centered in order to move yourself closer to your 
goals. Anew financial circumstance is very likely to present 
itself soon. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

Don't try so hard to keep everyone in your small circle 
happy. Any attempts to patch up an old relationship which 
is on the rocks will be met with frustration. Work may be 
a welcome relief from the worries you can’t seem to leave 
behind. Use your tact and charm. 

LEO: (July 24- Aug. 23) 

It’s time to act on the plan you have been formulating 
for improving your surroundings at home. Money will be 
tight, but cutting corners in other areas will make the 
project possible. You and your lifemate are on the exact 
same track. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

Life is not without flaws, and the sooner you convince 
the perfectionist attitude in yourself, the happier you are 
going to be. There are some situations which will always be 
changing, and never perfect. Keep track of the difference 
between truth and illusion. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

Your plans may go completely awry this week. Make the 
best of the situation and some good may come of it. 
Something very promising may come from a missed oppor- 
tunity. It’s hard for you to show your feelings, since they've 
been hurt so many times. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

Your hard work may not be noticed by others during the 
week. Make sure to satisfy yourself first, for you will never 
be able to count on others for your happiness. Be cautious 
about spending too much money. Try not to make hasty 
choices until you’ve thought further. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

Get help with money matters - possibly bank statements 
and transactions. Your financial footing may be much 
more stable than even you expected. Investigate all finan- 
cial tips before taking any actions. If it seems to good to be 
true, it probably is. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

Learn from a friend this week - sometimes spontaneity 
is the best course of action. Don’t be so quick to judge 
others, you truly do not know what motivates and influ- 
ences others to do what they do. Take on the leadership role 
where money is concerned and use a firm hand. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

Pay attention to your intuition, particularly where love 
and romance is concerned. You may feel yourself being 
drawn into a very unusual relationship, but one that will 
keep your interest for many years to come. Focus your 
energies on diffusing any anxieties you may feel. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

If you keep your feelings under wrap, it will create 
emotional upheavals, even though there is an illusion of 
control. It’s OK to share your feelings with someone you 
care for. The feminine side of your nature is strongly 
present and it may make you feel a bit uncomfortable. 


IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: 

To make your relationships better, avoid pettiness in all 
its forms when interacting with those close to you. Make 
sure all communications are crystal clear to avoid blowups 
and confusion. Take note ofany exceptional dreams and try 
to analyze anything symbolic. Interweave practicality with 
philosophy. 
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@Loud and angry, 
these albums are 


just too good 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


few years ago, rap-rock 
was very popular on the 
underground hard-core 
level. It was funny that outside 
this realm the rappers and the 
rockers were literally fighting each 
other for air play on MTV, while 
they lived peacefully and mingled 
inside the constantly-put-down 
and overlooked indie/underground 
scene. 

Well, after years of being stuck 
to the underbelly of popular en- 
tertainment, angry young artists 
started to emerge from the belly 
and turn the pop. world upside 
down. 

There were a few that survived 
the trip, and they all took seem- 
ingly different routes to get there. 
Each one however offered a healthy 
blend of hip hop beats and loud, 
hard, rock‘n‘roll. After they 
emerged, it seemed that thousands 
of bands waiting to surface 
grabbed onto a rope and sat out 
the ride. They all popped up at 
once and all wanted a piece of the 
pop music pie. Unfortunately, the 
record industry started to produce 
these groups like boy bands, and 
the refreshing taste ofangst-laden 
music was dulled too soon. 

There are still some good rap- 
rock albums out there which you 
should definitely give a chance. 
And here are three laid out in 
black and white for you. 

Limp Bizkit: “Chocolate Star- 
fish and Hot-dog Flavored Water”- 
For their third album, Limp Bizkit 
has brought back the anger and 
energy of their breakthrough de- 
but “Three Dollar Bill Yall” and 
blended it with the variety of “Sig- 
nificant Other.” Limp has produced 
nothing short of an excellent al- 
bum. 

There is also a theme that has 
run in all of Limp’s albums. This 
album’s theme was life on the 
road. It is apparent in the tracks 
“My Way,” “Rollin,” “Livin it Up” 
and The MI-2 theme, “Take a Look 
Around.” Fred Durst’s lyrics re- 
flect on the way Limp Bizkit has 
been portrayed by the media and 


show how they are affected by it. 
And the anthem “My Generation” 
is basically a call out to all of the 
leaders and parents of this coun- 
try, it says “Why should we care 
about anything, when you don’t 
care about us?” (in more colorful 
terms of course). 

There are plenty of contribu- 
tions from other artists like Scott 
Weiland, X-zibit, DMX and Method 
Man, and though Mr. Durst’s ego 
shines brighter than ever, “Choco- 
late Starfish...” delivers. 

Hed PE: “Broke”—this has got 
to be one of the most original and 
inspired rap-rock albums I have 
ever heard. Number one, the rap 
vocals are very urban which is not 
very common in a lot of this type 
of music (and you think it would 
be). 

The music in the album is a bit 
more than grinding guitars and 
looped hip hop beats. The music is 
more...musical. The guitars still 
grind but there is acharming more 
challenging sound than the power 
chord based standard in this genre. 

The band also incorporates 
more of the “inner city soul.” The 
vocalist Jahred uses sounds that 
reflect his emotions clearly. And 
rhymes are a warped view of the 
streets. They are almost scary. 

“Bartender” is the single from 


this album and almost visualizes 
the versatility of this band. “Pac- 
Bell” is a scary song in which 
Jahred is seeming to be driven 
crazy by an old lover. “Jesus of 
Nazareth” is one ofthe many songs 
in which the Christian religion is 
mentioned and questioned and 
“We Just Want to Feel Good” is a 
sarcastic song about world destruc- 
tion that features the powerful 
voice of Serj Tankian and Kittie’s 
Morgan Lander. 

With the caliber of the scary 
lyrics and the musicianship of the 
band, it is puzzling to me as to 
why they got booed nearly every- 
where on the Ozzfest tour this 
year. 

The last album isn’t a particu- 
lar artist, itis a compilation called 
“Loud Rocks.” The title sounds 
cheesy, but the content is some- 
thing totally amazing. The album 
features the stars of the rock world 
and the stars of the hip-hop world 
coming together to rock out some 
hip-hop gems. 

From the very first track you 
get the gist of what the album is 
about. System Of A Down and Wu- 
Tang Clan performing the Wu’s 
classic “Shame:” It is a thrashing 
high speed version where RZA and 
Serj exchange styles and verses (It 
blew my mind). And the rest of the 


album follows a similar trend. 
Other collaborations on the 
album include Wu-tang with Tom 
Morello and Ozzy, Big Pun with 
Incubus and Shootyz Groove. X- 
zibit with Endo and Sevendust. 
And the Alkaholiks with Sugar 
Ray and Crazy Town. If you really 
want something new in a compi- 
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lation, this is the best way to go. 

This is not a definitive list, of 
course, and your opinions may 
vary, but this should give you an 
idea on how varied the whole rap- 
rock scene is. 

You do have a choice of how 
you’re gonna rock, and MTV 
doesn’t have to dictate it. 


on Nov. 3 


lots of word play and British wit. After 
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Top Notch's Wilde play opens 


will cost $5 for general admission and $4 
for students and seniors. 

The play is about 150 years old, and 
“It has withstood the test of time,” said 
Top Notch Adviser Susan Sanders. The 
students have put a lot of time into this 
show, and Sanders expects the Top Notch 
Players will live up to their name. 

The play is a comedy centered on an 
upper-class Englishman who takes on an 
alter ego to escape the boring country- 
side setting that is his life. Amidst the 
temporary escapes, a,complicated love 
triangle involving himself, his other self 
and the women of his lives. 

Director Jim Murphy said to look for 


all, this is a typical Oscar Wilde style 
> ae “comedy of manners.” 

This type of humor and wit has 
helped Wilde’s work endure as long as 
it has. In this play, Wilde especially 
takes a jab at the upper class, making 
them seem shallow and oblivious. 

All together this play is sure to 
satisfy anyone who comes. So why don’t 
you all make a date to come see “The 
Importance of Being Earnest” in the 
Top Notch Theater (third floor of Spurk) 
Nov. 3, 4, 9, 10 and 11, curtain at 8:00 
p.m. and and enjoy a night of intelli- 
gent comedy. 


@ Top Notch Players show 
us 'The Importance of 
Being Earnest’ 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


orthern Essex actors will take the 

stage in the Top Notch Players’ 

presentation of the Oscar Wilde 

classic, “The Importance of Being Ear- 
nest,” Nov. 3 at 8 p.m. 

The show will run for five nights and 
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Northern Essex Community College 


n's B hedul 
updated September 15 
Date Opponent Site Time 
November November 
6 Monday Mount ida College (Scrimmage) Away 7:30 p.m. 3&4  Friday/Saturday NH. Tech Tip-Off Tournament NH Tech 
8 Wednesday Bunker Hill CC HOME 7:00 p.m. & Wednesday Bunker Hili CC Away 
11 Saturday Dean College Away 1:00 p.m, 11 Saturday UConn Avery Point Away 
12 Sunday Central Maine Tech HOME 4:00 p.m. 43 Monday Roxbury C.C. Home 
17&18 Friday/Saturday N.H. Tech Tip-Off Tournament NH Tech TBA 15 Wednesday North Shore CC 
21 Tuesday Mass College of Pharmacy Away 7:00 p.m 25 Saturday Manchester CC 
22 Wednesday Quinsigamond CC HOME 7:00 p.m 28 Tuesday Quinsigamond CC 
27 Monday CCRI Away 7:00 p.m 
29 Wednesday North Shore CG Away 7:00p.m December 
2 Saturday Mass Bay CC 
December 3 Saturday Three Rivers 
2 Saturday Mass Bay CC Away 1:06 p.m 
4 Monday Harvard JV HOME 7:00 p.m January 
11 Monday Springfield Tech HOME 7:00 p.m. 6 Saturday Norwalk CC 
16 Saturday Three Rivers CC Away 1:06 p.m 9 Tuesday Massassoit CC 
13 Saturday Three Rivers 
January 16 Tuesday Roxbury C.C. 
6 Saturday Norwalk CC HOME 2:00 p.m, 418 Thursday Holyoke CC 
11 Thursday Wilkams College Away 7.00p.en 20 Saturday Manchester CC 
13 Saturday Willams College away 4:00 pam 23 Tuesday Bunker Hill CC 
14 Sunday St. Michaels College Away 1:00 p.m. 31 Wednesday UConn Avery Point 
17 Wednesday Quinsigarnond CC Away 7:00 pam 
20 Saturday Central Maine Tech Away 4:00 p.m, February 
23 Tuesday Bunker Hii CC ; Away 7:00 p.m. 3 Saturday Capital CC 
25 Thursday Mass College of Pharmacy Home 7:60 pum, § Monday Quinsigamond CC 
31 Wednesday © Springfieid Tech Away 7:00 p.m 6 Tuesday Dean College 
10 Saturday Norwalk CG 
February 15 Thursday North Shore CC 
2 Friday North Shore CC HOME 7:00 p.m. 17 Saturday Mass Bay CC 
3 Saturday Capital CC HOME 1:00 p.m 18 Monday Springfield Tech 
10 Saturday Norwaik CG Away 4:00 p.m 24 Saturday MCCAC Tournament 
15 Thursday Dean College HOME 6:06 p.m. 
17 Saturday Mass Bay CC HOME 1:00 p.m 
19 Monday Harvard JV Away 8:00 p.m Revised 9/13/00 
24 Saturday MCOCACG Tournament TBA TBA 


i Date: 11/8/00 % 
ees See Time: 12:00-2:00 PM 


This is an informal November I, 


opportunity for students 2000 
Student Center Theatre, 


F-122, Haverhill campus 


to meet and speak with 12:00 = 1:00 

President Hartleb and PM 

Vice President Ashley. 

Free refreshments are 
provided. 


President’s 


Contact person: 978-556-3731 Dining Room 


Student Activities & Orientation Student Activities & Orientation Department 
and the Haverhill Programming 


i : A part of the College Life & Healthy 
Board will be featuring our Living Unit, Division of Enrollment 


Management & student Services 


Student Activities & Orientation Department 


eesoeoeeooovooseseeeeeeeoeeeeseeeeeeee es eeeeeeseeee08 
A part of the College Life & Healthy Living Unit, Division of Enrollment Management & 
Student Services 


own version of “Dinner & a 
> s Movie”. 


Contact person: 978-556-3731 


To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978-556-3897 by 


To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978-556-3897 
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- Volleyball team closes season with big win 
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@ Up and down 
season ends with 
victory over Lesley 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


he NECC women’s volley 

| ball team finished the 2000 

: season ona high note, beat- 

ing Lesley College 3-1 at home 
Oct. 21. 

With the win, the team fin- 
ished the season with a record of 
3-6. 

“Tt was a very up and down 
season for us,” said coach Sue 
MacAvoy. 

The team was handcuffed this 
season by missed practices and 
games, which were due to player 
obligations, such as night classes, 
MacAvoy said. 

“We would have definitely im- 
proved on our record if we were 
able to have the same lineup the 
whole season,” MacAvoy said. “Un- 
fortunately, that didn’t happen.” 

The team had its desired lineup 
on Oct. 18, against the Harvard 
University JV team. 


“Though the final numbers 
don’t show it, we played a great 
match, and hung with them for 
much of each set,” MacAvoy said. 
“The first eight points in each set 
were a struggle for both teams. 
The team that was able to get to 
eight points first was going to 
win the match and unfortunately 
they got to eight first in all three 
sets 

MacAvoy said the match 
against Harvard was the team’s 
best-played game of the year. 

“It was great to see them go 
into the game with no fear of the 
tough Harvard team. They 
stepped-up and played well,” 
MacAvoy said. 

The game was highlighted by 
“great sets” from Yakaira Inoa 
and Carilell Torres and overall 
outstanding play from co-captain 
Kristen St. Louis. 

“Kristen played the best game 
Ihave seen her play here at North- 
ern Essex,” MacAvoy said. 

The team benefited from ex- 
pected good seasons from co-cap- 
tains St. Louis and Caroline Dunn. 
The team also benefited from a 
surprisingly solid season from 
first year volleyball player Julia 


Helbriech. Helbriech, who is from 
Germany, had never played vol- 
leyball before this season. 

“She came in the first day of 
practice and from there it was all 
learning for her,” said MacAvoy. 
“She improved with every match 
and ended up becoming one of 
our go-to players.” 

Due to the trouble the team 
had with maintaining a consis- 
tent lineup this season, MacAvoy 
has decided to skip the regional 
tournament in which the team 
automatically qualified. 

She said, “We’ve had trouble 
getting the whole team together 
on Saturdays, trying to do it fora 
whole weekend would be tough.” 

By skipping the tournament 
the volleyball season is officially 
over, which means that many of 
the volleyball players who also 
play basketball can join the bas- 
ketball team a week earlier than 
scheduled. 


File photo 
NET GAIN: Coach MacAvoy said 
the team's best game of the sea- 
son was against Harvard JV. 


Joining sports teams brings 
many students together 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


ften | sit in the lobby of the 
O Spurk building and people- 

watch. I witness students 
attending class, and, after, I see 
them run out the front doors. 
They never take the time or effort 
to say hi or chat with anyone. 

I wonder how they could enjoy 
going here, when they do not even 
say a word while they are in atten- 
dance. Maybe they just do not 
know how to engage in conversa- 
tion, or maybe they do not know 
how to make friends. If you are 
one of these people I would like to 


tell you, join a sport! 

By playing for the NECC 
women’s basketball team, I have 
formed friendships that I will never 
forget. As I walk down the halls, I 
see face after face of people I rec- 
ognize and can talk with. We can 
laugh together, confide in each 
other, and even tell one another to 
work harder or hustle. We chal- 
lenge each other on the court, and 
off we joke about the latest gossip. 

The unity is not strictly limited 
within teams. Many of the sports 
teams mesh off the court or field. 


The men’s and women’s basket- 
ball teams support each other. 
We attend the guy’s games when- 
ever possible, and they attend 
ours. We root for our school, and 
cheer for our friends. We hang 
out outside of sports, and in the 
halls of NECC. 

Not only are the athletes get- 
ting in good physical shape, they 
are learning social skills that build 
lasting friendships. They are en- 
riching their minds as well as 
bodies by participating in a sport 
at school. 

So conjure up the energy, and 
sign up for a sport, you will not 
regret it! 


Participation among women at 
Junior colleges is at all-time high 


he number of female stu 
"[ entatees in the National 

Junior College Athletic As- 
sociation is at an all-time high, 
according to an announcement by 
the NJCAA. 

NECC athletic teams play in 
NJCAA leagues. 

The number of female athletes 
has increased by more than 2,000 
in the past 10 years. There are 
15,705 female athletes in the 
NJCAA with over 4,400 of them 
competing in fast pitch softball. 

Women’s soccer has had an 
increase in athletes by over 850 
participants in 10 years. During 
this time, 58 schools have added 
women’s soccer to their athletic 
program. Volleyball has had an 


increase of over 330 participants 
in the past 10 years. The women’s 
division of the NJCAA has also 
added two sports in the past three 
years, golfand marathon. Golfhas 
already had 116 athletes partici- 
pating last season alone. 

Baseball remains the most 
popular men’s sport with approxi- 
mately 9,000 athletes on the ros- 
ters this past season. 

In terms of sport popularity by 
gender, fast-pitch softball is by far 
the most popular women’s sport, 
with approximately 4,400 athletes, 
followed by basketball (3,737), vol- 
leyball (3,218), soccer (632), and 
then outdoor track & field (632). 

The NJCAA expects continued 
growth in upcoming years. 


Yankees' World Series victory further wounds Red Sox fans 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


T= “Subway Series” left the 
station Oct. 21. By game five 
on the following Thursday, 
the series was over, and the Yan- 
kees had rolled over another post- 
season opponent. 

The victory gave the Yankees 
their third straight World Series 
title and their fourth in five years. 

The Yankee disposal of the Mets 
in five games, was another blow to 
the wounded pride of Boston sports 
fans. * 

Seeing the Yankees easily win 
the series along with a dominating 
pitching performance from Roger 
Clemens in game two, was a low 
blow to the psyche of Boston fans. 

The 2000 baseball season started 
with the high expectations that the 
Red Sox would overtake the aging 


Yankees to win the World Series 
and finally break “the curse.” 

The season has ended, and those 
expectations have turned into the 
cold reality that the Red Sox missed 
the playoffs and the Yankees cel- 
ebrated yet another major league 
championship. 

Through out the season, the 
Yankees seemed to toy with the 
hopes of a Boston championship 
anda Yankee collapse. Through the 
whole season the Red Sox struggled, 
butso too did the Yankees. It seemed 
as if every time the Red Sox started 
winning, the Yankees did the same. 

The race for the division title 
stayed close until August, when the 
Red Sox continued to struggle and 
the Yankees began making a push 
towards the postseason by opening 
a sizeable lead over the Sox. 

As September came, the Sox 
continued to struggle, and fell from 


the wildcard race. The Yankees also 
struggled, leaving the playoff door 
slightly open for the Sox. The Yan- 
kees lost their final eight regular 
season games, giving die-hard Red 
Sox fans hope that their team would 
pull it out in the end. 

The way everything worked out 
with the Yankee’s losing streak, all 
the Sox had to do was win their 
final two regular season games and 
they would be in the post season. 
The Red Sox ended up slamming 
their own fingers in the postseason 
door, by losing their last two games, 
and letting the Yankees back into 
the playoffs. é 

The hope ofa Boston champion- 
ship had been thwarted and the 
only thing fans had left was the 
hope that the regular season Yan- 
kee collapse would translate into 
an early playoff exit for the hated 
rivals. 


As they had in the regular sea- 
son the Yankees toyed with the 
emotions of Sox fans by losing game 
one of the ALCS to the Oakland A’s 
before squeaking out a 3-2 series 
victory, to advance to the ALCS. 

Again, the Yankees showed signs 
of a collapse in their series against 
the Seattle Mariners. Seattle won 
game 1 and pushed the Yankees in 
every game of the six game series 
eventually won by the Yankees. 

The Yanks were in the World 
Series again, but they looked to be 
more vulnerable than they had in 
the past two post seasons. Though 
the “Subway Series” meant Sox fans 
had to root for a New York team, 
there was no doubt that most fans 
wanted to see the Yankees finally 
defeated in a World Series. 

Going into the series the Yan- 
kees looked very weak compared to 
the surging Mets, who eliminated a 


good St. Louis team in five games. 
Finally, it looked as if the Sox could 
go into the 2001 season without 
the World Series Champions in their 
division. 

The Yankees however, decided 
to put a cruel end to the season by 
dominating the World Series and 
leaving Sox fans asking the same 
question they have asked for the 
last two years: “Why can’t the Sox 
do that?” 

The 2000 season was a disap- 
pointing ride, which ended in the 
cruelest of fashions with the team 
being put up for sale. 

Though the season was ex- 
tremely disappointing, the fact of 
the matter is that no matter how 
cruel it was, the Sox ended up in the 
same position they have been in for 
the last two seasons and that is 
watching the Yankees win the se- 
ries on television. 
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: ky happenings at latest student activities bash 
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GETTING THEIR ‘FREAK’ ON: Student Senate President Angela Hartmann jams out 
with fellow students at the Halloween party. 


I WANT MY MOMMY: Stephen Coutune enjoys some refreshment while wearing 
his first prize costume. 


DO YOU KNOW THESE PEOPLE? Masked duo last seen partying at Halloween 
Pedro William photos bash. 


COSTUME CRAZE: Dina Brown, Julie Kerrins, Angela Hartmann, Janet Goodwin and 
Oyen Lu show their holiday spirit at the party (left). Melissa Hunt and Heather Gynan 
present their costume creativity for the celbration (middle). Second place winner Kristen 
Lowell and friends pose for the camera at the student activites event (right). 


